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Parturition and Related 

Problems and Illnesses 
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Average length of gestation 

Species Length  in Days Avg. in Months* 

Cattle 279-292 9 

Goats 145-155 5 

Sheep 144-151 5 

Swine 112-115 3 mo. 3 wks. 3 

days 

Horse 330-342 11 

*Average varies with animals and breeds. 
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Species Length  in Days Avg. in Months* 

Dog 58-70 2 

Cat 58-65 2 

Rabbit 30-35 1 

Elephant 600-660 20-22 

*Average varies with animals and breeds. 

 

Average length of gestation 
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schistosomus reflexus  
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Parturition 

Giving birth: 

 called calving in cattle 

 lambing in sheep 

 farrowing in swine 

 kidding in goats 

 whelping in dogs 
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Parturition 
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Parturition 
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Parturition 
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Hormonal Changes 

As the fetus approaches full term: 

 Progesterone levels decline. 

 Estrogen levels increase, preparing uterus for 

delivery. 

 Fetus releases hormone (cortisone) 

stimulating the beginning of the birth process.  

Parturition or delivery of the newborn occurs 

normally at a point when the fetus is capable of 

surviving on its own.  
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3 stages of parturition 

Preparatory 

 

Fetal Expulsion 

 

Expulsion of placenta or 
afterbirth 
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Preparatory Stage (2-6 hours) 

Calf rotates to upright 

position 

Uterine contractions 

begin 

Water sac expelled 
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Delivery (1 hour or less) 

Cow usually lying 

down 

Fetus enters birth 

canal 

Front feet and head 

protrude first 

Calf delivery 

completed 
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Cleaning (2-8 hours) 

Caruncle-cotyledon 

(button) attachments 

relax 

Uterine contractions 

expel membranes 
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Dystocia 

Calving or birthing difficulty 
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Dystocia 

Normal delivery should be 

completed within two to three 

hours after the water sac appears 

in heifers, and one to two hours in 

cows. If prolonged, the calf may 

be born dead or in a weakened 

condition.  
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Steps in calving assistance 

After a delay in the delivery, you should: 

1. Conduct a pelvic exam 

Vulva and rectum should be scrubbed, 

hands and arms should be clean and an OB 

sleeve should be worn 

 

2. Determine position of fetus 
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Some abnormal positions 
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Some abnormal positions 
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Some abnormal positions 
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Steps in calving assistance 

3. Examine size of the calf relative to the birth 
canal. 
 If too big can paralyze cow 

 If determined early, a successful  C-section can be 
done 

4. Attach obstetrical chains to the front legs 
 Loop of each chain around each leg 

 Slide chain up on the cannon bone 2-3 inches above 
the ankle joints and dew claws 

 Ensure chain pulls from bottom of the leg (dew claw 
side) 
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Proper placement of OB chains 
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Proper use of OB chains 
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Proper use of 

OB chains 
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Improper use of force! 
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Starting the calf 
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Starting the calf 

Clear the airways and clean mucus from 

mouth area 

Stimulate the calf by rubbing vigorously 

If necessary give artificial respiration 
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Post-delivery Problems 

Uterine Prolapse -  

Inversion of uterus 

Caused by prolonged 
labor 

Difficult birth 

Excessive traction 

Subclinical milk fever 

 

Should be treated as 
emergency 
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Post-delivery Problems 

Retained placenta 

 

If not treated – poses health 
threat to cow and will 
cause problems with 
rebreeding 

 

Wait 48 hours – give 
injectable antibiotics 
along with uterine 
boluses or uterine 
infusions – observe 
closely for signs of 
infection 


